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very cultivated nor particularly clever, but with a
comfortable absence of angles in her disposition,
and an abundance of that feminine tact which pre-
vents intellectual shortcomings from being painfully
felt, and which is, in its way, a manifestation of
genius. Not an uncommon type of woman, but
quite new in the Shelleys' experience. At first
they thought her rather wanting in animation, and
Shelley was conscious of her lack of literary refine-
ment, but these were more and more compensated
for, as time went on, by her natural grace and
her taste for music. " Ned " was something of an
artist, and Mary Shelley sat more than once to
him for her portait. There was, in short, no lack
of subjects in common, and the two young couples
found a mutual pleasure in each other's society
which increased in measure as they became better
acquainted.

In March poor Clare received with bitter grief
the intelligence that her child had been placed by
Byron in a convent, at Bagnacavallo, not far from
Ravenna, where he now lived. Under the sway
of the Countess Guiccioli, whose father and brother
were domesticated in his house, he was leading
what, in comparison with his Venetian existence,
was a life of respectability and virtue. His action
with regard to Allegra was considered by the
Shelleys as, probably, inevitable in the circum-
stances, but to Clare it was a terrible blow. She